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Winners of Forth One To Watch Award 2007 
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"Edinburgh Band Wins Industry Gong" - BBC News 
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Band Name:  Jakil  

Genre:   Rock / Pop 

Capacity:  Unsigned Band 

Location:  Scotland, UK 

Age:   All band members are 18 and 19 

Tracks on Demo: 1) Who Are Ya? 

2) Inadequate 

 

Artist Website:  http://www.myspace.com/jakilonline 
http://www.jakil.co.uk/  
 

Copyright:  Music and lyrics � 2007 Jakil 

Band Members: Jamie Robertson Guitar / Backing Vocals 
Mikay McTernan Drums 
Kieran O’Brien  Vocals 
Iain Downie   Bass 
Liam Narrie  Guitar / Backing Vocals 

 
BBC Radio One selected Jakil as Annie Mac’s 
House Band during Christmas week 2007. Jakil were 
asked to write and perform a jingle for Annie, and 

were interviewed live on Radio One just minutes after the 2007 Christmas number one was announced. 
Their single “Who Are Ya?” also received its first national radio play. 

This 5 piece have been collecting rave reviews around Edinburgh for over a year now. Having triumphed last 
year in Edinburgh’s Battle of the Bands, winning three out of the five awards which 
were handed out including ‘Best Live act’, ‘Best Vocals’ and ‘Best Original Song’ they 
just seem to go from strength to strength. 

Jakil were also winners of Radio Forth’s ‘One To Watch’ Award  2007 – a competition that ran throughout 
2007 in East Central Scotland.  Jakil picked up their gong at the prestigious Radio Forth 
Awards in Edinburgh’s Assembly Rooms alongside the likes of Gabrielle, David Gray, 
Shayne Ward, and many others. The prize included a support slot with a major touring 
band at the Liquid Room in Edinburgh (to be announced) and a live interview on Forth One 
Radio, as well as radio airplay for their track “Who Are Ya?”. The station liked the track so 
much that they played it extensively; far beyond that which was due as part of the award. 

Jakil supported Boy Kill Boy  and Parka at the Liquid Room in November 2007, and won the Strathclyde 
University Battle Of The Bands 2007. 

Some interesting statistics :  Myspace: views – 21000 
Bebo: views – 15000 
iSound: views – 7250, listens – 2640 
Indiestore (www.jakiltheband.com): views – 4050, listens – 1500 
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Jakil hunt for debut single hit  
An Edinburgh group are hoping to be the first unsign ed Scottish band to hit the UK singles chart.  

Jakil, who won the Forth One To Watch award at the Radio Forth awards in November, are currently 
number one in the download chart.  

The group of former Balerno High School pupils' debut single Who Are Ya? is outselling X Factor's Eton 
Road.  

The single, which costs 79p, can be downloaded from the band's official webpage.  

Story from BBC NEWS: Published: 2008/01/10 16:27:35 GMT © BBC MMVIII�
 

 

 

 “THEY met as first-year pupils in their school's music department and practised in a 
garden centre's portable shed. 

But from their humble beginnings, a five-piece group from Edinburgh hope to become the first unsigned Scottish band to 
make it into the official UK charts. 

Jakil have already reached number one in the unsigned download charts after winning the Radio Forth One to Watch 
award with their song Who Are Ya.  

They hope their recent launch on the iTunes online music store will see them break into the top 40. 

Their song is being played on radio stations throughout the UK, outselling bands such as last year's X Factor finalists 
Eton Road. 

The 18-year-old students, who practice at Riccarton Garden Centre, are already attracting interest from record 
companies, and hope to become professional musicians. They plan to record an album later this year. 

Drummer Mikay McTernan, a music student at Stevenson College, said: "Things have really picked up over the last two 
or three months.  

"The feedback has been awesome. We met so many people after the Radio Forth ceremony – it was surreal. Hopefully 
we'll get signed if it keeps going well, and we'll be able to do it full-time. 

"We were amazed that it was number one in the download charts, it's crazy.  

We've been on local radio stations down in Lancashire and we were even on Radio One as House Band of the Week 
over Christmas. We used the Music Box at Stevenson College to record the single. We did bits and pieces in the evening 
and Liam mixed it at home.  

"My friends absolutely love it – they keep hearing us on the radio. My mum and dad have always been very supportive of 
us." 

The band members had struck up a friendship through their shared interest in music when they started studies at 
Balerno High School. But it was only in the last year that they began taking it more seriously, with gigs in Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and Fife. 

Mikay said: "I come from a very musical family, and I've played the piano since I was three.  

"I picked up the drums in my first year at high school. Our musical influences are all over the place. We've just merged it 
all together." 

Bassist Iain "Wormy" Downie, a mechanical engineering student at Heriot-Watt, added: "We hope to launch our single on 
the iTunes website in the next week, and I think we have a good chance of getting into the official Top 40." 

A single only needs to sell around 2000 copies to make it into the UK Top 40. Jakil are already more than halfway there, 
and Iain said the release on iTunes could give them the sales boost they needed to make the chart. 

The band's material is written by singer Kieran O'Brien and guitarists Liam Narrie and Jamie Robertson. The name Jakil 
comes from four of the members' initials, with Mikay adding the 'a' from his name.” 

Edinburgh Evening News, 18/01/08  
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“…Jakil, however, are the ones who look more likely to achieve mainstream success.  

Taking their cues from rock, pop and funk, their innocuously inoffensive "white-bread" tunes 
are the kind you'd find skirting around the Top 40, which, as lead singer Kieran O'Brien told the audience, is their primary 
aim … where even some of the most commercial singers bestow a gauche or awkward stance in front of an audience, 
O'Brien is a natural. He says the right things at the right time, knows when to inject some humour into proceedings, and 
managed to orchestrate the audience to his liking.  

If he just stopped running his hands through his hair every ten seconds – like he was pretending to advertise shampoo – 
he'd be even more likeable.  

Overall then: two decent Edinburgh bands who are about as fine a contrast as sweet and sour. Jakil's radio-friendly 
melodies may have the edge on their ska-related pals. Yet whether any of them will achieve major  

success however, is anyone's guess. Only time, as they say, will tell.”   

31st December 2007 

 
 
 

“Edinburgh-based band Jakil won Forth One's recent "One to Watch" competition – and it's 
easy to see what all the fuss is about. 
They have great original material, a live show to be reckoned with, and in Kieran O'Brien, 

one of the best singers on the local circuit.  Big things are expected of them this year.”�

4th January 2008 
 
 
 

 “Go and see Jakil now, and when they get stadium-gig big say you saw them first. I first saw them 
at the Queens Hall in Edinburgh and was blown away. They have great original material, but the 
amazing thing was the audience joining in with their favourite numbers. They are influenced by a 

vast array of artists and music genres. Over the last four years they have progressed from gigs in the Bongo Club to 
Liquid Rooms. Last year they triumphed in the Edinburgh Battle of the Bands winning three out of five awards.”  
19th April 2007 

�
�

 Alison Craig’s Diary : 
“Wednesday. I have my first sherry of 2008 with Jakil to celebrate the release of their single Who Are 
Ya?. We met when they won Radio Forth's One To Watch Award - get a preview on jakiltheband.com.”  
13th January 2008�

�
�

“[Jakil are] like the Killers and U2; there’s a bit of The Editors in them, and a small but classy bit of 
McFly!”  

23rd December 2007�
�
�
�
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Who Are Ya?’ 
O’Brien/Robertson/Narrie 

All music © Jakil 2007. All rights reserved. 
 
 

One, two, three, four, 
I declare a love war 
Against you. 
I should be pushing that big red button 
Telling me how to act. 
But it’s always a pleasure, 
And it’s never a chore, 
But if I look between the lines 
I’m pretty sure I’ve read this whole book before. 
 
Look to the floor while I scream in your face that I love you. 
Why don’t you move a little closer when I finally turn to walk away? 
Why don’t you panic at the fact that you’re my everything and I adore you? 
Why do you whisper to me in my sleep you’re everything I want you to be? 
Who are ya? 
Who, who, who are ya? 
Who are ya? 
 
You bring out the midlife crisis in me. 
I know I’ll break this padlocked heart in eventually. 
You find this so hilarious 
So why do I think it’s only funny? 
 
You’ll be my prima ballerina, 
If I can be your superman. 
 
These added colours make this appear 
Brighter than it seems. 
I’m somebody’s nobody’s body but mine, 
This body needs to feel, 
To feel, 
To feel… 
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Jakil regularly play at top venues in Edinburgh and Glasgow and we are constantly working towards our next 
live performance.  Recent venues include: 

 
Liquid Room 

The Jools Holland Jam House 
Queen’s Hall 
Bongo Club 

Cabaret Voltaire 
The Jazz Bar 

 
 
 
 

����	���	��
���
 

15 Feb 2008  20:00� � Meridian� � � � Edinburgh 
19 Feb 2008  20:00  Henry’s Cellar Bar    Edinburgh 
7 Mar 2008  19:00� � Ivory Blacks� � � � Glasgow�
13 Mar 2008� � 19:30� � The Ark�� � � � Edinburgh�
6 Apr 2008 � � 20:00  Liquid Room� � � � Edinburgh�

 

 

 

Further gigs announced at www.myspace.com/jakilonli ne or contact info@jakil.co.uk  

 

 

 

 


